
             information and resources on prevention of chemical poisoning in the home

CHEMICALS IN THE HOMECHEMICALS IN THE HOME

               
For more information please visit: www.cseany.org/safety

Poisoning by chemical home products is the leading cause of non-occupational fatalities and the cause of just 
over half of the accidental deaths in the home resulting in over 30,000 deaths per year across the U.S.

In the workplace, information on the hazards of the chemicals workers use is given through the Hazard 
Communication and Right-To-Know regulations.  Most information about hazardous substances come from 
the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) and the Global Harmonization System (GHS) product label.  In the home, 
chemical hazard information is regulated by the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) under the 
Federal Hazardous Substances Act (FHSA).  Th e FHSA requires that hazardous substances must be labeled 
to warn consumers of the potential hazards of the product.  Because of this regulation, there is an exception 
in the Hazard Communication regulation for consumer products in the workplace that are used in the same 
manner and quantity that they are used at home.  Because many household products are used commercially, 
most have a safety data sheet available for them online. 

Th ere are no regulations for how chemical products are used in 
the home except that they will have a CPSC label.  Th e products 
that require labeling are those that will be purchased, stored, or 
used in or around a place where people live.  Products used or 
stored in a garage, shed, carport, or other building that is part of 
the household are also covered.  Household products 
(hazardous substances) must be labeled to alert consumers to 
the potential hazards the products present and must tell them 
what they need to do to protect themselves and their children 
from them.  If products are toxic, corrosive, fl ammable or 
combustible, an irritant, a strong sensitizer, generate pressure 
through decomposition, heat, or other means and have the 
potential to cause injury or illness during use, or may be
 ingested by children, they must be labeled. 



CSEA has been winning the fi ght for safe and healthy 
working conditions for over 100 years, yet there is 

more to be done.  Hazards old and new- from Asbestos 
to Zika-remain a threat to workers every day.  CSEA 

will not back down from the fi ght and nothing is more 
important than saving lives and keeping workers free 
from injury.  Your help is needed now more than ever.

Th e life you save could be YOUR OWN.
    

Prevention
• Get the product intended for the specifi c use involved.

• Select products that have non-toxic or less toxic ingredients.

• Use consumer products in accordance with the label instrucƟ ons and 
heed all warnings especially concerning venƟ laƟ on and dangerous      
mixtures.

• Wear any recommended protecƟ ve equipment like safety glasses and 
gloves.

• Store potenƟ ally harmful consumer products where they are accessible 
by only those responsible enough to use them safely.

• Store products in their original containers.

• Know the fi rst aid procedures from the label for the product.  In the 
event of a poisoning call 9-1-1.  Call the number for the state Poison 
Control Centers (800-222-1222) to get immediate assistance unƟ l the 
emergency services arrive.

• Store all fl ammable and combusƟ ble liquids away from open                    
igniƟ on sources (stoves, hot water heaters, pilot lights, etc.).  Use            
approved  fl ammable liquid storage cans if they are not in their original 
container.

• Store and use all compressed fl ammable gases (propane) in a secure 
area outside of the house or aƩ ached garage.

For more informaƟ on and resources visit:

www.cseany.org/safety
Follow the CSEA Safety Net on: 

New York State Child Day 
Care RegulaƟ ons 416.5 (j) (k) 

Cleaning materials and other 
potenƟ ally dangerous products 

(for example detergents, lighters, 
aerosol cans) must be stored in 
their original containers, unless 
they must be diluted for use, in

which case the secondary 
container must be labeled with, at 

least the product name. 
They must be stored where they
are inaccessible to the children 
and used in a way that does not 
contaminate surfaces that the 

children contact. Extensive 
cleaning, like shampooing carpets 
must not be done when children 

are present.


